CUBA TRAVEL
ADVENTURES GROUP

5**** Cuba Travel Experiences - since 2004
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* Flights USA to Havana

* Airport greeting by Guide and Drive; fransfer to Old Havana

* Begin guided art, architecture, cultural, history, photography walking tour of Old
Havana with our Guide Specidalist / Historian, visiting the four main plazas of Plaza
Vieja, Plaza de las Armas, Plaza San Francisco and Plaza Catedral

e Lunch at café with entrepreneur and University of Havana political science professor,
a former UN Diplomat

¢ Confinue walking tour of Old Havana, with visits to Parque Central, Museum of the
DAY .I Revolution and Havana Fine Arts Museum

* Dinner at paladar - dinner venues are culled from our short list of Cuba’s top
USA - Havana paladares (“Paladares” — private, family-run restaurants that have fueled rapid

Private Lodging growth since 2008 in Cuba’s middle class through entrepreneurship)
(or Hotel option) * Cabaret Parisien Show —located in the Hotel Nacional — Habana de Fiesta cabaret

show with spectacular Latin-themed Las Vegas style music and dance; Alternative:
Tropicana Nightclub Show.

* Breakfast at lodging
¢ Salsa dance lesson

¢ Cooking and mojito lesson — a lively fun session with Cuba’s “TV Chef"” at her home
kitchen, followed by lunch made from the group’s recipe creations (as available).

¢ Classic American car tour of greater Havana - 1 hour ending on the Malecon
("Embarcadero,” Havana's social gathering place) with a brief walk to the iconic
Hotel Nacional, HQ of the Cuban Revolution, home to the Mob, Mafia, international

DAY 2 movie stars and glitterati through Havana's “Roaring ‘50's”
¢ Visit the Havana community of Jaimanitas for a walking tfour through
Havana “Fusterlandia,” neighborhood ceramic art project of “The Picasso of Cuba” Jose
Fuster

Private Lodging
(or Hotel option) e Dinner at a favorite paladar followed by a show with the iconic Buena Vista Social

Club, the group that brought unique Cuban sounds and rhythms to an international
audience beginning in the late 1900s
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e Early departure toward Vinales with stop to visit a self-sustaining
agricultural cooperative(50 min drive time), meet with owners and enjoy a
breakfast of delicious yogurt, fruits and home-made delicacies from the
gardens

e Confinue on to Vinales town (2 hr 20 min drive time)

e Enjoy a walk/hike or horseback ride through the mogotes of the Vinales
Valley to visit a tobacco plantation; sample plantation produce and learn
of the unique farming methods for one of Cuba’s major cash export crops

e Lunch and visit at the self-sustaining family produce farm following a brief
walk in the hilltop gardens of Finca Agroecologia El Paraiso

e Enjoy a favorite tourist attraction, the underground boat ride along a river
inside a mogote cave (mogotes - karst rock formations unique in Cuba).

e Return to Havana (or spend the night in Vinales)

Dinner at paladar

Late jazz options

» Early breakfast at lodging

» Transfer to Cienfuegos via Playa Larga (2 1/4 hr drive time)

* Options to snorkel, hike or relax at Fidel's favorite beach

e Lunch on a delicious seafood meal prepared by a local in her home
* Visit Playa Giron (“Bay of Pigs”) museum & monument

* Hike along Sendero Enigma de Ias Rocas with a resident naturalist

* Overlandride (2 hr drive time) through the tranquil Cuban
countryside to Cienfuegos

* Check-in to lodging
e Dinner at paladar

* Musical evening at Tomas Terry Theater side alley
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* Breakfast at lodging

* Walk the “prado” of Punta Gorda isthmus, a peninsula on
Cienfuegos Bay, to the eclectic Palacio del Valle and sights of the
city harbor

* Transfer to Trinidad (est. 1514) known for its Spanish Colonial
architecture & cobblestone streets (1+ hour drive)

* Hike option en route at National park to the waterfall
* Lunch at café
e City tour Trinidad; Plaza Mayor; Casa de la Trova

e Explore Trinidad’s artfists’ shops; visit the pottery workshop at the
ceramics shop of Trinidad's founding family the Santanders; OR
Visit the Sugar Mills Valley, Cuba’s “lost economy”. Tour the
unique re-creation of a sugar slaves’ vilage near the plantation

e Dinner at paladar

e Musical evening at La Casa de la MUsica (musical performances
on the wide steps of Trinidad’s culture house).

* Breakfast at lodging
* Visit Topes de Collantes sightseeing along the way and a picnic lunch

e OR Visit various museums in 16th cenftury mansions: Decorative Arts,
Colonial History, Archeology and the Romance Museum with lunch at

cafe

* Visit beautiful Ancon Beach (Playa Ancon), one of the area’s most
beautiful, for afternoon beach time and a walk toward the setting sun

e Dinner at paladar

e African music show with traditional costumes performed by the town’s
Palenque de los Congos Reales, Trinidad’s performing dance theater.

* Breakfast at lodging

* Transfer back to Havana - lunch en route (4 hr drive time)

* In Havana, visit and tour Ernest Hemingway's Estate Finca Vigia (“vigil
farm”) on a hilltop overlooking greater Havana.

* Checkin to lodging

* Visit Callejon de Hamel, Havana home of Cuba’s predominant Afro-
Cuban Santeria spiritual faith, visit galleries in the Hamel
neighborhood. If a Sunday, take in the percussion and dance shows
by the Orishas (spirits) of Santeria.

* Evening of dinner, music and art at Fabrica de Arte Cubano or one of
Cubad's iconic jazz venues
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* Breakfast at lodging
e Walk San Isidro art district for street art or visit San José arts and crafts
market by the water in Havana's Bay for art and souvenirs

* Brief ferry ride (10 min) across the Harbor to deliver gifts of badly-
needed OTC medical supplies and children’s medicines to the
community of Regla.

e Lunch at cafe
* Airport Transfer
e Farewell Cubal

e Spend an extra day in Vinales, Trinidad or Havana for a variety of
activities you may well not have time enough to experience in an 8
day tour

e Optional departure city is Santa Clara for a stop at Chef Guevara
Mausoleum and the beautiful Catedral de Santa Clara de Asis that
gave the city its name.

Note: This itinerary is only one example of an excellent eight or nine-day Cuba
travel adventure with CTAG. We customize each and every itinerary based on our
travelers’ unique interests and are proud of our ability to create experiences off the
beaten track that will leave indelible memories of your time in Cuba with us.
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